LETTER TO  COURT
Firs? of shipping
2.    We therein advised you of the safe arrival of all the ships appointed
this season for our side of India except the Pigot for Coast and Bay which
arrived at Madras the 19th of August and sailed from thence for this place
the 20th September with orders to call at Masulipatam with stores.   Having
learned she had left that place the 6th of Octoher we were in daily expectation
of her but we have since by private advices heard of her being put back to
Madras.
3.    Of the three Bombay ships to call at Madras with troops for this
Presidency we find by a letter from the gentlemen there dated the 20th Septem-
ber that the Anson and Speaker were arrived.   We shall have occasion for
five ships to carrv home the investments of this Presidency and we understand
that they have full cargoes for three ships from the Coast; eight ships there-
fore are required for the investments of the two settlements and as you destined
seven only this season for the Coast and Bav, we have concerted measures with
rf                                                                                                                                                                                                           *
the other two Presidencies to provide for so great a deficiency of tonnage in
consequence of which the President and Council at Bombay have come to
the resolution of sending round to us the Duke of Albany and Nottingham
from their side ; and the gentlemen- at Madras have advised us of their intention
to send on to us the Anson and Devonshire.   If the four Bombay ships above
mentioned and the Pigot arrive safely with us, we shall have seven ships in-
cluding the Britannia and Cruttenden now in Bengal, and
Cons. 20 October,   in that case we shall provide the gentlemen at Madras with
all the tonnage they have desired, that is, two ships besides
the Lord Camden already returned to the Coast. But should we be disappoint-
ed of one of the ships from Madras and Bombay, we shall not be able to
spare above one and a half for Madras besides tbfe Camden as we cannot
possibly do with less than four and a half without exposing too much of
the Company's property upon one bottom.
4.    The President and Council at Fort St. George have recommended that
one of the ships to be sent to their Presidency be ordered to call at Pegue for
a cargo of timber and plank provided she could be dispatched in time to
prosecute that voyage and arrive with them by the 20th of February at farthest.
As our last advices from Pegue inform us that no timbers were then come
down from the country, we clo not think it possible for this measure to be
effected without putting the arrival of the ship at Madras to a risk we ought
not to run considering how much we are straitened for tonnage for our Europe
cargoes ; of this we have acquainted the Madras Presidency and that we shall
therefore dispatch the ships to them directly from hence.
5.    We have had no accounts of any more of the Falnwuth's people since
our advices to you by the Lord Camden of the unfortunate loss of that ship.
Our proceedings in the course of the enquiry into the conduct of Captain
Hepburn together with his defence are entered in a book apart which comes
a number in our packet, whereto we beg leave to refer.   Captain Hepburn
having had notice given him that he cannot on any account whatever be
suffered to remain in India, we shall take care that he return to England in
one of the ships of this season.